THE   MAIN,    FLORIDA,    AND   VIRGINIA              13
year on a course for Havana, there to join the Tierra Firme and New
Spain fleets in continuance of their voyage. And after 30 days they
came to anchor within the port of Havana and four days after they
had arrived the Tierra Firme fleet came into that harbour, with
General don Antonio Osorio in command.
He says that four days after the Tierra Firme fleet entered they all
made sail, being some 33 vessels, on a course for Spain and eight days
later disembogued. They had sailed on for two days and one night
when the sea rose and the wind blew against them in such fashion
that they had to strike sail and lie in a cross sea, and so remained all
night, supposing that all the rest of the fleet would do the same.
When day broke, however, they could discover only six or seven sail,
all in one direction, and immediately made sail to follow and over-
take the fleet. This they were unable to do, although they tried.
He says that since they could not overtake the fleet they kept on
their course after it until they were just about athwart Bermuda.
When they had reached this position, on September 4, about ten
o'clock in the morning, they discovered a sail following in their wake
which they thought was some one of the units of the fleet which had
lagged, as some usually do, and, assuming this, they took in sail and
waited for her, that the ships might continue on their voyage together.
And as they lay in this fashion the vessel came up, having the
wind, and as she did so they fired a round of artillery to salute her
in token of amity. Whereupon the ship opened fire (p. 2) and bore
down on them, firing her guns with the intention of disabling them,
and so cut up their rigging that they were disabled. Then recognizing
that this was a corsair which intended to rob them, they made sail,
hoping to get away, for they had neither arms nor artillery with
which to defend themselves. One man on board was killed, four or
five were injured, and two shots struck near the water line, so that
they were sinking. In order not to go down they struck sail and lay
in a cross sea. They could do nothing else because their ship was
badly damaged.
The corsair then lowered a boat with 30 armed soldiers and a
captain whom they called their general, named Richard Grenville.
It was said that he left England with 14 ships for the Indies.
They say that as the English general and his men boarded he
ordered the master and the rest on board to hand over all the gold
and silver and other things they had in the vessel, promising that he
would do them no bodily hurt. The passengers gave up the keys to
their boxes and he unlocked some and broke open others and
removed many lots of gold and silver and pearls which were in them.